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Familial Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis
Volunteers are being solicited to participate in a study being
conducted on the genetics of familial focal segmental glomerulo-
sclerosis (FSGS). The study will involve drawing blood from
affected and unaiffected family members and returning the blood
samples in the prepaid Federal Express mailers provided. Physi-
cians who have patients with two or more individuals in the same
family with biopsy-proven FSGS and who wish to participate in
the study should contact Dr. Peter J. Conlon, Box 3014, Duke
University Medical Center, Durham, NC 27710, USA. Telephone:
919-660-6865; FAX: 919-694-4476; E-mail: ConloOOl @MC.
DUKE.EDU
CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION
The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University
announces its continuing medical education program entitled
Renal Biopsy in Medical Diseases of the Kidney, which will be held
September 24—27, 1997 at Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center
in New York, New York, USA. This intensive course is designed
for pathologists, nephrologist, internists and other physicians
interested in both a systematic review and update on advances in
diagnostic problems in medical renal diseases. The course should
be of special interest to physicians who are preparing for their
specialty board examinations in pathology and clinical ncphrol-
ogy. Clinicopathological correlations will be emphasized. The
format includes lectures, question-and-answer sessions and the
study of case problems. An optional four hour renal pathology
laboratory exercise is available on the Saturday afternoon after
the conclusion of the formal lectures. Tuition fees are $595 for
Physicians and $395 for Fellows and Residents in Training. The
CME credits are 27.5 credit hours in Category 1, A.M.A.'s
Physician's Recognition Award, and the College of Physicians &
Surgeons of Columbia University is the accredited sponsor. For
further information contact The Center for Continuing Educa-
tion, College of Physicians & Surgeons of Columbia University,
630 West 168th Street, Unit 39, New York, New York 10032,
USA. Telephone: (212) 781-5990; FAX: (212) 781-6047; World
Wide Web: http://cpmc.columbia.edu/dept/cmel
National Societies
The Secretary General of the International Society of Ncphrology
is endeavoring to bring the Society's list of national societies
up-to-date. Many such national societies are not affiliated with the
TSN or their affiliation has lapsed. To retain their affiliated status
and to vote at the General Assembly, a list of individual members
is required to he sent annually. Secretaries of national societies
therefore are asked to provide the Secretary General with the
address to which correspondence should be sent, together with a
list of their officers and individual members, and a formal
application for affiliation where this has lapsed. Please send these
to Jan J. Weening, M.D., Academic Medical Center, Meiberg-
dreef 9, 1105 AZ Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
AWARDS AND GRANTS
International Fellowship Training Awards
The International Society of Nephrology announces the establish-
ment of an International Fellowship Training Program to provide
training in clinical nephrology to physicians from developing coun-
tries. It is the objective of this program to support the growth of
nephrology in developing countries through an educational program
that admits qualified applicants to clinical training in recognized
nephrology programs around the world, and then to return to their
home country to practice and/or teach. In unique circumstances,
applicants who wish basic research training may be considered if the
environment in the home country will permit continued research
upon the completion of training.
The guidelines for application are as follows:
(1) Fellowship awards will be made only to physicians from
developing countries.
(2) Applicants must provide evidence of acceptance into a
recognized and suitable training program before the
award can be granted.
(3) The Fellow must return to his or her home country upon
completion of approved training.
(4) The Fellow must provide evidence of a guaranteed position
in a medical institution upon return to the home country.
(5) Fellows will receive a stipend from the Society such that,
taking into account the home country and/or the host
institution support that they may have, they achieve a
$22,500 US revenue.
(6) Fellows must be able to read and speak the language of
the host country. An interview may be required to assess
verbal fluency.
(7) Fellowships will be offered primarily for clinical training of
one to two years duration.
(8) Clinical training programs should be practical in their
orientation, and applicable to the needs and conditions of
the home country. The ability of the host institution to
provide such training will be an important factor in the
selection process.
(9) Fellows must have received sufficient training in internal
medicine or other fields to pass all host country examina-
tions that are necessary to the care of patients. Fellow-
ships may be awarded to senior individuals who seek
additional training but, in general, preference will be given
to younger physicians who are at the beginning of their
permanent careers.
(10) Specific instructions and the necessary application forms
can he obtained by writing directly to Jan J. Wcening,
M.D., Academic Medical Center, Meibergdreef 9, 1105
AZ Amsterdam, The Netherlands.
FOR SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS
New manuscripts and related editorial correspondence for
Kidney International should be sent to:
Saulo Klahr, M.D.
Editor, Kidney International
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Department of Medicine
216 South Kingshighway
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